
An Antobiocp-aphical. Presentation 

by 

Asa T. Spaulding• President 
•. North CS.rolina lvlutual Life Insurance Company, .. 

• Durham, North Ca.r~ina • 

at the 

FREDERICK DOUGLASS 8ESQUlCENTENNIAL COMMEMORATION 

Un1ver$1t.J Of Rochester ' • 



. President Wallls,, Associate Provost Franee, Faeult, and Students, and 
'other distinguished la.dies a.nd genUemem 

l considered myself highly b.ono~ for a twOfold reason when Presi• . . ' ' . . . . . 

dent wams extended. me ~ tnvita.bon last Septeinoer SO to participate ln the. 

Frederl.ck Douglass SesquieentanniaJ.. Co:nunemorat!on Lecture Serles at • 
~ ' - • , ,; . 

yol.U' great University at tb!s Um&.. First, • it was an ht)nor to be invited to 
, .·•, , . ' 

> appea:r on ycur eampua for a: 'teeturef and ~eeond, 'ta pariicipaie in the sea. . ·', ,,,, . , 

. and ~ha.raeter as F:rf:derie~ Do~· ma~ 'it a dot19le honor. For Frededek . 
" ' : ;, • ; , ' ';,If ~ i ' • ·: i ~ '. 

J?(,u.gws and. what he did and,stood fer ue. as .. reievant. today as 1n his time. 

H~ belongs to all age$. .. 

, · • . .ln announcing the Fredtrl.Ck Douglass le4tu.re. serles, President. 
~ . . ' • . 

nl:)urlng the. qu.arttr <>1 a 'f:entln1' in whieh Douglass lived 
• • and worked 1n Rochester, he ~s one <>! our community's most 
• emm&nt Citizens. and·tna.de las&g contributions to American 

society. tt • He.continue:d: "it seema appropriate :for the Univer• 
. sity to pay tribute to him through a serles Qf talks related to 
his life's work Sn widening the opportunitiea for Negroes in the 
United states. tr 

in hts.invttatton, P:residtnt.Wallls i-equest~d that I ntalk about(my) 

.. own careef develcpment.and, the.cur:rent,opportunities for and obstacles 
~ '_' { ' ,, f - • ,, ' ' • 

Rush Rhee l.tlbral7 mi~ <lOplh of all of ;Mr Douglass' published 
,;'',:~,,. ✓ ·.,"1,1,,,- .- ·r,,·~ .~/::~.·~ ~,:/t·~).? \ ", ½ ;_ " • ,'..•_' i , ,/ • 

:i!:;;cwo'.r-ks and~ stzab1e.:e.Qllect1Qn·w·hls letters, tt ls quite understandable 

.There was little if 



~g Um I mtgb.t. sa-, ~ 6Ucll ~ illustricUJJ·person that was twt. 

~ a~. Sub~ cone~ fu.rther emphaslzed t.'lat 
I 

my talk lil~d be "bl an autob~phtcal Vein and. about~ Obstacles 

~red 1n Cxny).~ ~lr, qd ~ the general l)tOblem d 

utUiztng decttwly ~ Qppoff~ea u tnare are for~ such 

ob$la.el$s. n 

Mz.~ol.1AlrJi 
.. :The comm.utdty bl whieb.1 was~ Oil lul.1 12, 1902, ts in the 

~m ~-of North Ca~; ab(mt to:rty rtd1e3 weat of Wil.nrtng ... 
1 '. ' 

~· at.id comp~$. part, O! Cd.U?nbd and Bladen Counties •• It ~ded 

um miles uom ea.at tt,. west,' and flve mu. uom north to south, covering 
. ";. 

~s with - as et.rlY aa 18401 U not earlter.1 
·, ,. 

The moral ~ ct t.he commtmtt, was high and no one dared 
; 

lower lt. lf so, he Ol" .lbf ~e mJ.~ aAd tAort or lesa 0$U'aCised.. . 

'.fh'Om. \hlS kkld cf rleh seU. a host of~~ leaden tn all protesstona 

have &prung to bless humanity. a 
.~ w.a nattve· eon, Eg .... _~gi-es~ Geo:rge_ li Wbtte 4Umbed. 

ddppmq ~ au4, dlppll\g t.~ tc the state ~W!"$ d..Norlh 

' 

1 a Moon. 19~, ~ Com• 
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, · carollna• Collector of internal R~enue at Wilmington,. North Ca:rolina.1 

and to the Congress 'of th~ United States ( 1896 - 1900). Corneltu.s M¢• 

Dougald :rose from farm bot to become Aeststant Attot'lley General Cf New • 

York& Dr~: A. M. M~:rei C. C. ·Spautdtnq;· and Ma+·• Spaul®lg1 from the 

faw to the presid.eMy'·ef ~ NQl'th C~ Mutual Life ,l'nauranea Company,. 
~' • • • • • ' • • < '/ ,. '• • ' • ' ~ ·,' \, • I' t ' ·• • • ' • ' ' • ' : • ' • \ • ' ,· 

<' ' ! ' ; ' ·t" • 

the largest N~ownE3d and operated life tnsuranee company in the wqrld. 
,? • • ; • .v •·· ~ ; ' '. ,, ; '··, / ' i ' ~, • ~ ,. f : • t " ' • • • 

Many otb.E)re have beeonia leaders In 'Vartous walks of life •• 

• • By 1~15, eha,nqes. Sn ~ ®~unity ~~e hi ev!~~~: The 1ncreas1ng 
! < ': • . • • ' ' • •, ' • ; ;' ' ,· -~ '·,;. :,_j • ' 

• ''' 

Aecording-to what bas been accepted as authentic tradition. the 

orlgmal ·name ot ~ ~ulcilngs was. Spra~Ung.. A slave ~r by the name 
j > , • • • '\, ' • ; , ~ C ' • • 

of Sam Swindell. begot a bw by one ~ .his hOU5e n:mids ·~ (no later than the 

earl1 l800's).. The boy W8$ nam$d BEm• Upo.n growmg Into 10ung manhood, 
. ,, • ! ,'' . 

, , ' 

Ben resented being tnated Uke a $lave with the blood of his white master 
>,, • ; "·1 

cO'lll'sing through his vetns. On~ day, Ben was oroered by bis master to do 

someth\ng, wb!ch ccn:unand btl raa$nt$d. For his ln.sulting expression, his 
' , 

mastet-father kllQQ.ktd b1tn fR?aW.ttn:51 wlth an alt$ handle,. crlppl.fng hbn • 
. : ' .'. i' -~ < ' ) ' • ' ~: ' ,' .. ,.,,, ••• • " ' , - ' : ' • "' ,·. ·- ( ': \. • , 't. • • / • ' ' ' 

tte::th$11 naffie<J. h1m Ben •ip:rawUng• and ga_"U'$ h1m his freedom declanng 
.. . ' ~ ' • . 

• could n~t make a. sta.w ~ 

•• ·· t;a~ n$Wl1 set free1 •ent work and with th~ money he madt, 
'/4' • • 

,.-..,4,11~ tar to "-lbltehall, • he purchased a thousand acres Qf land from his 
"• ,• . . 
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e 
Jews ou.tfrom.E~ bondag~ an~eom1r..f3 t() .the .. sea; With.mountains on 

• either sidt, tile ~-Sn front and PhanOh'a army Sn bot punu!t :from the 
' - j • 

~,· the children of~ be~ to complain 'bitterly. __ ·when M~s com• . ' . . . . . 

p1$ed to God, GOd asked him w~ .lt was he had in h1s band. • WhMhe 

•. ~ed a. rod; . ~ ·told_ Mm to U\ ow.~• the_ 'Water •. \\1htn he 41d so, 

~~-~and.the. chi.ldr$rl. ~ ~h Oil dry' hnd. MOSez.l bad . ' . . ' ' .. ' •," ~ . "- • . '. 

resol~ to become aw~ d 'ffl1 pc.tenUal$ ~to~ them to the fullest 
' . ' 

ext.ant p®$lble bl b'ffrccm.tng dffl!QU\tlti Of any kbld. 
• • ' • • • ' • l- I " 

t_ began to ta.kt Ju.11 a.o.-nn~ ot ~'1!9' o~ty available. ln.stead 

of UmWng myself to lea~g the multip:~ table ~b 12 t,bne$ 12, 
' ' ·, • 1 ' ' ' • 

wlthhl the .ran~ as ~14, ta , ~ot.4d be asked.. l maste:ed :tractions with 

equal tacW.t, and eoul.d s.Ud ~ eol~ of f!gl.U."$s t+t a time aseas.Uy_a:J 
' " . . . - ' 

one. -l approae~.a.n.· Of m:; c~s Sn· school With an _equal determtnaU.00 
. ' . . • • . . 

• Of. niaste.ry •. 1 felt that U a c~se nt; im.Po~ enO\lgh to be in tht e~c• 

• :alum• il was ~\.tn.~ foz, ~ .to,5Jet as much out of. lt as Ji)O$sible. 
7 

:r we ttot._w1111ng_to -w.• to,-~ best U % could be fl~t. News Of my 

• a$ a ~t~Du.rham • 

• •. 'fi'rnm ~~6 rt""'1111'!f'1'o'ff to :thl!:l /"(th, 
lit,i ~ . j Jtte:X-~ti.,£. #ji I! ••• ~ 
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19Sli I returned to the company for the, Summer and re-entered Michigan 

in September, Jn1.une 19;32, at age 80, I :reGeived:my M.A .. degree in .. 

~thE)mati.¢s and Ac;uarlai Sd.enee from .f.h~ University of. Michi~n~ • • 

; ,. : ,Jm.µlediatelf, upcn the completion. of my work at Michigan, · I retill'ned 
·,:. ' . ' . 

. to North Qarolma · Mutual :to becpn. my tutrl.nterrnpted life's work. My_ first 

• • big undertakings .were tc><U.g into, the· records• Of the company to try to. deter-. 
r . • 

' \' • ,' 

foltopped, .and at the fiame lline:to·set Up an·Actuarial Department for the. 

·• • e9~pan,y1':. :Prior to th.ii thne the eompan1. had had ttl use· white non•resident 

eonsulting. aotu.arles. 'My progress was ooruiistent. From Actuary in Jan• • 

ua.171935 to Actuary and Assistant Seeretaey'• 1936 • 1948; to Actuary. 

Assistant secretary .and CQntroller 1945. ,.· 48; to Vice· ~sident, Actuary • 

and Controller-,1948:• 195Srtand President since 1anua.17 1, l.96~~ I also. • 

$8rved as consulting. actuary for lile insu:rance eompantes 1n Ulmois, Ohio, 

and North Carolina 1934 .i-.1948i and waa.president of the National Negro 

Insurance Associa.Uonfol' two terms ..... 1941, ... 42 and 1942 • 43. 

: .. • Or)l!ni~tion .. Memqersbips 

1n the. interlm b,tween 1933 anci th~ present; I have. at. On$ Um~ or 

another., .been a me111bar .Of the lnsUtu.te Of M'.athemattcal Stati,$tics; the· 

American statisUeal Assoeta.ttoni thfl American MathemaUcal SOeiety; the · 

·Amenea.n M$O<da.Uon l.01:.the Ad.V~ement of Science; the A.r:rie:rican Institute 

>\ cf ManagementJ .the Conferenctf of Act-uanes In Public Pract1ce; the American 





.1. 

... 



13 

3. 



A Re$oluti.on ·of Tribute by the City Couneil Qf Las 

Angel.ea • . 

Tate 

3 .. Awards: 
,,,_," . 

14 

a.. Fred~rf.~k.A. D®g!ass A~hi!,vement Award from the 

,lndiana DS:Vision Qf the Amertean Negro Centennial • 
; 

, . • Autho:r1ty1 October 25, 1968 • 

b~ National t1rban League, Equal QJmQriunitz Day: Award, 

1'.'T b . oJQ tna4 . . .,0trem er ,!.y, .f.Xlv.,,, . • 

., ' 

. c •. Interracial coun~il :for Bu.ainess Oppartunity, Business 

: ;Acg!~~m~~ Awai-d at Overs~as Prass Club,. }-lew York • 

,'<City, Dooembe:r S, 1964 • 

d. Capital Press c1u1>; .Mffdc,ar Evers Award, Washington, 

':1966 
' 

e.. National Newspaper Puhllshers MS0¢1ation, John 1;h 

• .. Rus~ .ftwa:r.:sl~ Phlladelphla, 1886 · 

Oth~r Rec~tlons: 

1. Pictu:t"e sto:r:, Of wteld.y aettntiei made by u. s.j.A., Febru• 

uy 19501 • for dlstrlbut1on hi .Africa ana *$la • 

a. Arllcle was wrttten b1 ~ha~ Mon~~, Text .staff Writer 

tor u.s.t,A.', about Spaulding" and published 2n America 
> ' ~ ' ' • 



7. 



16 

Sn A:mel!lea,. bilt $0 in .Africa and. :tndia ·while represent:L.'lg 

the u. s. Gcr1errunent ln thp$e eountries. 

a. Sil~ted as th~ 't11964 Honot"ary Initiate to Lifetime Mem• 
. :: \ • ·~ ', ' • ' : ' ·1, • , , 

be:rship In Beta Gamma Signia 1• at the t1n1Versity of North. 
: : .. 1:· • t. ·:· < :' • • : • 

Carolina· School 0: BU$~$$ Ad.minbitraU.on "" "The highest . · 
"-. ~ ' '. ; , ' .: • ', : ' ' • ' > • ' ' ' 

honor that ean be ,~tended a bu.s-t.r1essman by a School Of 
~ ,,. , • -' ·, • -~· ,;' ' J ' • ' ' ' . ': ' ; ~ ' ' /,. 

l31l.Siness A~b."atlon, •• according w said sehool. 
' ' r• '• • ' 

',. , ,' \'., • "1 ' ·, \ •;•': l 1, .. · ;, , •., • 

University &hoot ot commerce &m.or Soeiety, 1966. 
::' ·,·' :\' .:···. ':. '' . 1':' 1" •,: ,_;, ,:,,: ,: :···:-:, ~ 

10. F•tured 1n1~1t~ Fabri.w.;ey-7, 1964, page 90. ·' 

. 11. . Selectaq. to r~eive .Azneriean Academy of Achievement 
, ), . ' -· (,, • 

< ~ • , • ·, 

Gold$n Plate Awa.rd ai tta repre~t.at1ve of the many.who 

exeel'' at 1ts n&luta to E~cellen(:t Weekend Banquet'• in 

.~me Of the things ~llshedt· 

1,f ~ Insuranae 1n the United states I Best•iS Life Insurance 

· New$, December, ~943, wit.11. &.ibsequ.ent r~prints. 

a. "The Impaet i:>f the Changlng World on Women's 0rgaruzauons 
• ,•. - - f , ~ ., • ; • 

\ i • 

4 • Eeonom!ca.µ71 ~· an .address bef~te the National Coun~ll ·of. 
,• "l; t' .• I . ' 

~~ Vfom~. ~ashlngt~ Ma~ 19.56.. Printed tn. the July 28; 
••• 'i• ," ··1 

' ,' 

1956. con~$ioml Recol'd. 
i • 

3. Jx.aerpts ~~m an addttS& bl India on November ae, 1956 on 
.,, ' .; I •. ' ~, • ; ' : , , ~ • ! , l 
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aDiscrir.o,tnatt0:n and the Ne~ in the. United Sta.tea,, tt 

. g,uo~!1-01 ~retaey Qf, Labor· Jame~ P., )lutchell in. an 
. ' ' . 

. ,. article 'by him thEi· D~ember. 1957 R;eade?'t$ .Digest~ 

4.. "Mora.t and Spirit~l. Value,sJ • Amerlct~!e. Oreate!St::Need; ,~ 

an addreS$- e.t NOT&h C'atolln~-College 1n D-iu-ham., .. No,iember· 

91)1968,, and $ub~uently deliv.er~d, in 38 o.it1e$ in 10 states; 

1~ 0No~. Ca~ Mutual .• .'fl &ftllbol.Of Negro Enterprls&t" 

:requssUK:l by· £ktl~- a¢j~~.i ~t.Qr and ~lished in 

' 1.t1$ Septembet' 16,: .1980-ed!Uon,. subsequ.enUy· r,eprh'lt.ed L1. 

. booklet.to~ b1 ~ ~Qmpany., . 

,\, ·, 

2., • The ·ey,¢10:r,edia ot·In~nee in the-united States . . ' ' 

:: 

s ... Wb01:s %01n c~e~e and ln~ ... the International 

4. Who'};; Who _in the .aoutb and Soo.thwe$t; 

ij,4., Whcl s Wh¢ bl Am$rlea. · 

,pu.blb;Jl$d in ~4rA : .. 

--:tt'amll'O' 
••lll'f ... ii. .. 

t am on~. Of ft~ ehildr•, tbe ~d,. Qt Att.P.stead Spaulding Of· 

· ·C¢l~ cOUfiw -1 ~(~Bell).~~ Pembroke, Robefson 
I .' 
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• strength and reachlitg higher; 1n wreztlmg with my problems with the faith 

' ; 

. ~ter or less than in any Qthl$t nQble caru».g. 

. It ha~ been m.an•s r6St.o:nas to cnalleng$ that ha$ fixed hia place 1n 

• bistoq and advanced Out> c1vil:1zation. lt ha8 taken him from sa:vagery tQ 
,~ • • t 

elvlliza.Uon; from 1gnol'a:nee to knowledgt); from a cave to a palace; from 
' . . ', ' 

~, 1 

pov-e:rty t.o wtaltb.J from, di~ to healthf and from alave:ry to freed~. One 

,· ' should look upon $Very proble~ as a cllallen~ and an opportunity for good. 

And:for one.to. ~el !n~g, 11a.m~·wantlQ>.~E~ 121!1 harder t,han 
• < • ' ' •• 

avetagei to·do anyth1ng ht u.nde;;-tan~ ~Jtt~,.. than medioere •. This was the 

oase with .Fredert~k DouQlass and that is why wa honor h!s memory at ~i.is 
l • , ,, 

&squieentenmal at, this great Uniwrs1ty~ A ma,n1$ real worth to society is . ,, ,, . 

measuted better by what he eontrlbutes ·to it than by what he take~ :from it .. 

l~t~ Dou.glass•· Ufe ·a:o.d works ·aM COO$tallt' e~enge~ to all or us to 

~.Ot.U.7 individu.al talents, a\ .ali tirnfUlt as beit )?efils US in the continuing 

struggle for tquality ~f opportunity freedom and SusUce 1tor all peoples 

$V&l'j1'i,1'hf.tN3 1un.tll the final '4cto~1 bi won! 
' ' 

r.rhan1t·1ou fo:t permittlng me to participate Sn this ,n0$t deserving 




