FREDERICK DOUGLASS, SEVENTY YEARS LATER

&n Address delevered at the University of Rochester, February 23, 1967,
by Professor John Hops Franklin of the Univerolty of Chicago
to commemorate the Sesquilcentsnnlal of the birth
of Frederick Douglass

One hundred and twenty-five years ago a yourv abolitionist of indomitable
will and ineredible courage - indeed, a man of gonius —-»visited Rochester for
the first time. There was as vet no university, but Rochester was a growing,

"~ bustling town; and the cordial and progressive community received the young man
with Oéeh armsy and he fell in love with it., The fact that thls young ran was

a Negro, Frederick Douglass, was the ono thing tha*t set him apart from a procsssion
of ambitious, resourceful, apd entefprising young grericans vho were then sesking
their fortunes in the new and prosperous area of western New York that constituted
tho gatewny to the fabulous , one could almost say exotic, area that lay beyond
Buffalo. 4nd the warm, cordial treatment fﬁat Rochsster accorded Douglass in

1842 set it apart from many of its nsighboring cities in the way it received the
Negro abolitiomist., His hosts, Iséac and &ry Post, f"two psople of all-abounding
benevolence" were not more amiable than brave, "for they never seemed to ask,

Hhat ulll the world saJ? but walked straight forward 1n whit seemad to them the
line of duty, please or offend whomsoever it might." The Posts, and others 1ike
them, made it easy for Ecuglass to move to Rochester five years later aﬁd, in

the ensuing t:enty«five years, to become one of the first cltizens of the Flower
City.

There would scarceiy be a time when Douglass! fesling for Rochester wansd
in enihﬁsiasm, and the fesling was mutual, During the years when he made Rochester
his home and conducted his abolitionist activities from there, he was grateful for
the cordiality and understanding that the citizaps of the c*ty extended him,
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Even when his homs was destroyed by fire in 1872 he harbore d no bitué&tess in the
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‘great loss that he knew was the result of arson. When ths people of Rochester
( L '\vl.r’
honored him by placing a marble placus commemorating his distinguished services
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to mankind in Sibley Hall of the University of Bochester after he kad=moved-awsy, {
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he was moved almost beyond expression. The city honored few citizens in death

as it honored Douglass by having his remains lle in state in the City Hall with
the mayor and the aldermen heading the list of notables who pald their last
respects to this glant of a man who had adopted a city that in turn adopted him,

If Douglass loved ﬁochoster, he loved no less the country that he ssrved
in a dozen honorable ways. It was beczused fhe loved the United Siates so much
that he sought constuntly to nakgﬁé better place for all its people. &gain,
and again he spoke of its beauty, its wealth, its power, its capacity for growth and
improvement. It was hls confidence in the capacity of the nation to extend Justice
to all that, on one occasion he said in a moment of despair, "There is heart and
@loquence still left in the councils of the nation, and these will, I trust, yet
make themselves potent in having both the Constitution of 1789 and the Constitulion
with the fourteenth énd fiftesnth amenduents made practically the law of the lapd
for all the psople thereof " No dsfect in &merican life escaped his searching

"** ;jl%/and his withering criticism, &nd during his lifetime there were 8o many
glaring deficiencles in &merican life and, indeed, soﬁmany that were "pervasive that
they kept a sensiiive person like Douglass not only busy bul outraged as weli;

As one views Douglass hammering away at the defective aspects of é&merican
life and as ona begins to appreciate the relevance of his criticisms to the present
conditioﬁ, one wonders if‘it is the prescieﬁce of the man or the persistencs of
the problems that makes the Douglass commentaries so timely today, He liwved
through the period when the District of Columbia lost its right of self-governmsnt,

&s a resident of the capital and as ono who was deeply cormitted to the principle

of self-ruls, he was greatly distressed over the disfranchisement of Washingtonians.
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"The District of Columbia,® Douglass wrote, "is the one spot where there is no
government for the peopls, of the people, and by the people, Its citizens
subrit to rulers whom they have had no choice in selscting. They obey laws
whiph they had no volce in making, They have a plenty of taxation, but no repre-
_sehtat*on.... I have nothing to say in favor of this anomalous conditlon o? the
people of the District of Columbia, and hardly think that it ought to be or uill be
much longer erndured...." The analysis was cogent, but the prediction fell far short
of the mark, Exceopt for the ?ecent grudging concession to tham to partieipate in
Presidential electio ons, the people of the District of Columbia szemjo closer to
effective self-govermrent today than they were when Douglass made his remarks in
1885,

From the tire of emancipation, which he had'ﬁrged upen President Lincoln
with all the powsr that he could command, the futurs of the Nogro A&merican was a
continuing concern of Douglass. Hs scoffed at the idea that the Negro would
become e\h’nCu, as many whites bolisved and, perhaps, hoped. In one form and
complexion or another, Douglass said in 1884, the Negro "may bs countoed upon as a
permanent elsment of ths population of the United States, He is now seven
millions, has doubled his number in thirty years, and is increasing more rapidly
than the mora favored population of the South," If fﬁe Negro was here to stay,
then he should rerain in the South, Douglass belisved. The MNegrols best future
lay in the South, ke said, and he took every cpportunity to Cﬁgfgl against mass
migration, He did not countenance the argument that Negroes should move to the
North in order to escape the violence and intimidation to which they were sub-

w\. R{vh_ 70""“ N
JectedA "The business of this natlon is tc protect its citizens yhere they ars,

he déclared, not to transport them where they will not need protection.® When
a considerable number of FNegroes hegan to move North in thz late 1870's,Douglass

was greatly distressed, "It is a surrender, a premature disheartening surrender,®
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he argued, "since it would securs freedom and free institutions by migration rabher
than by prbtecﬁion, by flight rather than by right.... It leaves the whole quéstiom
of equal rights on the soil of the South open and still to be settled, with the
morel influence of the exodus against us, since it is a confession of the utter
impracticability of equal rights and equal protection in any State where those
rights may be struck down by violence.® Tharé were other reasons, moreover, why
Douglass urged Negroeg to remain in the South., Migration would dilute their
politiéal pover and influence and render impossible their election to office in
the North wheré they would be outnumbered and in the South where they mumbers would
be diminished. Migration would also destroy the Negro's firm hold on the labor
market in the South, Douglass believed, There, he would be in a position to
sell his labor on terms more favorable than in the North; whereihe would be come

pelled to compete with immigrant labor, This was obviously an oversimplified
.1ana;y§is of the position of Negro labor in the South in 1879, qlready, tha position
of the Negro wﬁrker'in the Scuth was, at best, marginal. In the immediate future,
it would become even more tenuous, with the rise of industry from which he was
excluded or in which he was given only the most lowly Jobs,

| It is significant that Douglass did not argué:that Negroes should rémain
in the South because of the possible fviolence in the sbtreets® that might be oc-
casioned by their mass migration into Northern citles. He waus 1mpress;d by the
fact thal the scenes of lawless vlolence égainst the Dutch and Irish in New York
and Boston had all but dlsappeared., He had no way of knowing that his beloved
Rochester that had a mere five hurdred Negroes in 1880 would have some

by 1960 and that their presence would create animosities and problems that wenld
“tax the resources and ingenuity of every segment of the community. He would have
been appailed to contemplate the prospset that by 1960 mors than one-third of the

Negro population of twenity-two millions would live in twelve metropolitan areas
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of the North and West under conditions of discrimination in housing, employment,
‘and ‘education that would, indeed,; have terrified him, His remarks against mass
migration out of the South were ineffective when he uttered them. They would be
even rore Ineffective in succeeding years.

This is not to say that Douglass lacked wisdom and insight into the prpblems
that Negro fmericans facad during his time. Nor is it'té assart that he gould'be
overvhelmed or renderad speechless by the gigantic problems that Negro%Americans
face at the present time, He knew too well the pervasive character of Amsrican
racisnm in the lats ninelsenth centpry, ard if ha was a bit sanguins about the
eventual triumph of justice, he was certain that it would not come overnight,
"Nowhsre in the world are the worth and dignity of m:arhood rmore exalted in spesch
andtp;sss than they are here," he once declared, "but nowhere is manhood pure and
simple nore despised than here. Ve éffeét contempt for castes and aristocracies
of the old world and laugh at their asswaptions, but at home foster pretensions
far less rationsl and much more ridiculous,” Even so, he confidently believed
that there was reason to be optiﬁistic. j;%fi;g;;;; was not yet more than a nane
and- if ths suffrage was only a cruel mockery, he rejoiced that the laws and
institutions of the country were“sound, juét, and liberal:/'

It was indeed because Douglass believed thgt ths framework of the fmerican
social order was sound that he wrote and spoke and worked so hard to induce the
dnsrican people to conduct their lives and order their relationships within that
framework, Novhers is this view more clearly set forth than in his remarks on the
decision of the United States Supreme Court in 1883 that declared the Civil Rights
&ct of 1875 unconstitutional., Ho demled that he had a right to view the decision
as a lauyer would, although he did declars that in striking down a law that, under
 the Fourtecnth &mendment, sought to confer on Negroes the rights tﬁat white people
enjoyed, the Court acted in defiant disregard of what was the objeet end intent of

the Fourteenth &mendment, What concerned him most of all was the significance



of the act and the implications of its being struck dowﬁ. He said, "It is said
that this decision will make no difference in the treatment of colored people; that
the Civil Rights Bill was a dead lettar, and could not bte enforcsd., There is some
~truth in all this, but it is not the whole truth. That bill, like all advance
legislation, was a bannsr on the outer wall of fmerican liberty, a ncble moral
standard, uplifted for the educetion of the &dwerican peoplesess This law, though
dead, did speak. It expressed the sentiment of justice and fair play, common to
every honest lcart., Its volcs was agéinst éopular prejudice and meanness. It
appealed to all the noble and patriotic instincts of the Averican people. It told
the dmerican people that they were 811l equal before the law; that they belonged
to a common country and were equal citizens. The Suprems Court has hauled down this
fiag of liberty in opsn day, and before éll the people; and has thersby given joy to
the heart of every man who wishes to deny to éthsrs what he claims for himself,
It is a concession to race pride, selfishness and meanness, and wlll be recelved
with joy by every tipholder of caste in the lande...”

"~ It was in the broad area of civil rights that D;uglass wrote and spoke
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with a poignancy and a relevasse tHat make his views so dZmely seventy-five years

and more after he uttered them, The United States Commission on Civil Rights
was established under an act passed by Congress in léS?.aéﬁore than a half-century
after the death of Douglass. The Commission's fields of inquiry -Vhousing, Véting,
education, enployment, and the administration of Justice - are the same fields
with which Douglass was so deeply concerned; ard his remarks about American
deficiencies in those fields could well have been testimony taken by the Commissiog
in one of its many hearings,

During ﬁouglass' later years, the problem of housing for Negioes was just
becoming an acute one. &nd in those days it emerged largely as a Northarn problem,

In the South most Negroes lived in the rural afeas. In the towns and cities, they
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lived almost evérywhere; for no great importance‘yas attached to the fact that
some Negroes lived among the whites, as had been true before the €ivil Var,
If they did live among the whites, 1t wos assumed that they wers there for the
convenisncs of theAvhités. This, of course, created no problems regarding churches,
schools, or social intercourse, for all Negroes knew their"place", If they did not,
. they would soon lsarn, In ths ﬁofth, on the other hand, there was the tendency

to herd Negroes into some particular section of the city. This would meke it

easy to sogregats them ard, indesd, to diséféﬂiﬁéte against them in other sphgies.
This;is the 3gi ining of Harlems, the Bedf ”ordnstpyvesapis, the Paradise Valleys,
and ths South31ueﬁ.

There ensuad the development of a pettern of segregation énd discrizination
in housing that was in full flower when the United States Cemmission on Civil Rights
bsgan to make its studies in 1957. It led the Commission two years latér to con-

clude that "First, a considerable nunbter of &m

6}

ricans, by reason of their color or
race, ars being denied equal cpportunity in housing, and Second, the housing dis=
abilities of colorsd fmericans are part of a natiomal housing crisis involving a
general shortage of low=cost housing. " The Commission's findings_that housing
seams to be the one commedity in the American market that is not fééely available
on equal ter s to everyone who can afford to pay ?éjggr;rus in 1947 as it was in
1957, That is why the President of the United States recently, in an effort to
redeom a pledge made when the first National Housing 4dct wa pggsed, set. up a
time-table of thres years in which he igcﬁsdofor the complete elimination to
racial barriers in housing,

While Douglass did not frequently address himself to the problém of housing
for Negroes, he was sensitivé to ths inadequacies as well as to the frequent viola-
tions of the sanciity of Negro homes, Speaking in 1883 he said that Fafter twenty

years of so-called emancipation, we are subjsct to lavless raids of midnight riders,
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vho, with blackenad faces, invade our homes and perpetrate the foulest of crimes
upon us and our familiez, Tais condition of things is too flagramt and notoricus to
require specifications or proof, Thus, in 211l conditions of life and death we are
Allza i1 f e s

rot by the color lins," He was especlally embittered,wben his home was destroyed

by firs in Rochester in 1872. Upon arriving thesre fecm Washington, where he was

editing the New Mutional kra, he sought é room in gﬁé of the nearest hotels. A&t
botﬁ he was greated with the statement that "We are full" until it was known that
he was Frederick Douglass, when a roonm was readily offered %o him, He did not
accept, but went to the headquarters of the police to inquire of the whereabouts
of his displaced fanily, "Such treatment as this,” he asserted, "does not tend to
make & man secure eithsr in his person or property. The spirit which would deny
a man shblter in a public houso, moeds but little change to deny him shelter, even
in his Awn house, It is the spirit of hafe, the spirit of murder, the spirit which
would burn a family in their beds. I may be wréng," he concluded, "but I fear that the
sentiment that repelled me at Congress Hall burnt my house.”

The histoiy of the education of Negroes in the United Ztates is the history
of deprivatlon, segregaticn, and discrimination, In the post~Reconstruction years,
there was never a time =~ arywhere in the United States =— where educaticml oppor-
tunities for Negroas-approached the opportunities provided for whites. In the
Forth, where the HNegroes were regularly shunted off into ghettoes, the educational
pélicy for Negroes was charactarized by inferior programs and even astonishing
neglect of those. Only vhsere there were'inﬁuﬁﬁiﬁient nunbers of Negross for
separate schools did Negross freely attend schcols with whites. ZEven in such
situations Négrocs Were regg}azﬁy and systematically discouraged from pursuing ad-
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vanced and collegiagﬂ?sourses. In the South, where most Negroes lived until ths
pericd following Vorld Var I, segregation in education was universal and dis-

crimination was the pattern. School boards spent five tc ten times flore for the

education of white children than for the education of Negro children., &s theurh
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such discrimination was not enough, the United States Supreme Court in 1899 upheld
the contention of a Georgla School board that when there were fmsufficient funds
use its funds %o
for high schools for both Hegroes and whites, it could/provide a high school for
whites and no high school for Negroes. The patiern of segregation and discrimina-
tion was tc persist down to the middle of the twentieth century, -Not umtil 1954
did the Supreme Court 6égllaﬂge ﬁheﬁiime—honorad practices by declaring that segrega-
Ao A Eili et Flow o vearigalioes DTl Fclosely poeti al( Lo bel '-'4/"5(;»/ ;

tion in public scheols uas unconstf%u{ional.}Agor the nexit decade and more,. ingenious
methods to évade the Court's decree wers devissg}%ver the country.

In the South the methods took the form of massive resistance, pupil place-
ment laws, and freaéom of choice policles, They succeeded in keeping more than
ninety per cent of the schools racially segregated. In the North the practices
took the form of gerrymandering the boundaries of school disiricis, constructing
new school buildings at points whers ths school population would be racially homo-
gensous, and desertion of the inner city for the more attractive bucolic life of
the ever-retreating suburbs, The pace of desegregatipn continued Lo be so very
slow.that a decade later the Court could remark that there had been wore deliberate-
ness than spsed in foilowing its decree of 1955, 4nd in 1957 the United States
Commission on Civil Rights, after carefully sﬁudying the trends in school desegre-
gation, lashed cut at what it called the "racial isolation® caused by de facto
segregation and reiferated its earlier contentions thmt schools in which Negro children
predominate operate undere severe handicaps

The views on educztion so recently expressed by the Supreme Court and by the
Civil Rights Commission are essentially the views that Douglass held. &nd his state-
rents on the subject could well have been subtitted to the Commission during its
hearings on education, First, he would make certain that no obstacles or distrac-
tions should beset the young in their pursuit of an education. "rhe ignorance of
any part of the &merican people so deeply conceras all the rest," hs said, "that

thers can be no doubt of the right to pass laws compalling the attendance of every
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child at school. Believing that such i1s now required and ought to be enacted,
wo hereby put ourselves on record in favor of stringent laws to this end.”
Secondly, hLe bélievad that the task of public educztion was so stupsndous and so
important that it required the total resources of the nation to achleve the
desired goals, When the 111~fated Blair bill to.provide federal aid to education
was before Congress in 189C, Douglass was one of its most ardent suppdrtérs.
Recognizing ths bitter opposition on the part of many white Southerners in
Congress, Douglass reminded thew that the bill would benefit white 1lliterates
as well as Negro illiterates. "To me it is a Bill in the interest of both races,
and is of a tendency to do away with the épirit of caste and of sectionalism and to
promote the gensral welfare of diffusing knouwledge and enlightenment, in the darkest
corners of the Republic where it is most needed and vhere the people are the least
able tc secure such knowlddge for themselves," In the third place, Douglass had no
$1lusions about the evil comsequences of ssgregated education; and he consistently
struggled to'eliminate it. He was delighted, therefore, when Charles Sumner in
187C proposed in his Civil Rights Bill 1o sbolish se gregation in the public schools,
"Eéu;ate ths pocr white children and the colored children together; let them grow
up to know that color makes no difference as to thz rizhts of a man; that both the
black man and the white man are at home; that the country is as much the country of
one as of the other; and that both togethar must make ii a valuaﬁle countrye.es We
want mixed schools not becauss our colored schoels ars irnferior to white schools ==
nbt because colored instructors are inferior to white instructors, but because we
want to do away with a system which exalts one class and debases another, Ve look
to mixed schools to tezch that worth and aﬁility ers to be the criterion of manhood
and not race and color."” Hs was bitterly disappointed vhen the Southern leaders
coalaesced with Northern philanthropists to force Congress to 09¢E%v the provision

for the desegregation of schools from the Civil Rights Bill thet finally passed in 1875.
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There wore no educational opportunities, however attractive, that equipped

the masses of Negroos to make a dezent livelihood in the last quarter of the
of the South
ninstaenth century. The vast majority, still in the rural arsas/and without the

maagns L0 becone irndependent farmers, eksd out an sxistence as seasonal da¥y
xS
laborers oizéharecroppers. The ninority that lived in the urban cenmters of the South
discovercd that mest of the doors of opportunlty in the new industries were closed
to ihem. In the Horth they wers compelled to compete with the vast numbers of

. white
immigrants from Burope and/migranits frow the rural arcas and, invariably, the Negro

was at some disadvaniage. Ho did not have the requisite skills, or he had no

references, or he was not a unlon rembar, or there were not enough Kegro workers
a

to make up/separate work team, or something else., Regroes, sowe clained, could

t learn to operale expensive and complicated machinery. Others esaid that legroes
were not »eliable, Nost agreed that if thare were not enocugh jobs for all,; the
‘Negro had to be oxcluded,

) The patierns of discrimination in employment were well formed by the time
of the death of Douglass; and with the increase in the nmumbsrs of Negroes in urban
conters in the twentleth century the situation becane aémﬁs. Soon, clities such
as New York, Chicago, Baltimore, Fhiladelphiz, and Clevsland had hundreds of
thousandé of Hegroes looking for work; and the per centage of uﬁtwployed 8LONE

Negrees steadily increased. VWhen thc" gn:nbd enployment during a strlue, thoy were

with no appreciation for thY $761Ia75"cf the labor movement.
denounced by the unicns as scats,/ Vhen there was no sirike and they e

ught membere

Z‘*

ship in the unions, they vere excluded for ons reason or another zmkt that was,
infact, exclusion on the basis of race. Excspt during pericds of extraordinary
demands for labor, such 2s during a YWorld ¥ar, Negress experlenced untold dif-
ficulties ﬁ; securing substantially gainful ermployment. &nd even during the

war, raclal discrimination in er mployment pnrsisteds Neanwhils, Negro women had

nore success In securing gainful, if demesning and poorly paid employmeni. The
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dire consocquences in terms of the disintegration of the family, Juvenile delin-
guence, and the loss of pride on the part of the Negro man were incalculable,

The Commission on Civil Righlts has, duving the past ten years, taken a
close lock at employmernt discrimination; and it has reached the inescapable

' s (_c" roa bttt & “““&

conclusion that such diserimination exists in industry,. In the federal establish-
ment itself, /aﬁﬁ—f;wkﬁu523h5?$52i§§$: In 1960 the rate of unsrploywent for
Negroes was twice that of the white population, In some clties more thaﬁ ong=
third of the Megro work force was unsmployed. Diserimination 4in educsidon and
training furthgr contrlbuted to the ab i Lty of some Yegroes to secure the requisite
ekills, while discrimination agaiﬁst then in apprenticeship training programs

often resulted in complete exclusion from employrent oprortunities, Fothing

'f“\.i -
points up the nature and extent of ths prob%emi%hsn the fact that the relstive

‘econcmic positicn of 4ha Pesro has not significantly improved in the past twenty
y@ars..

No one felt more deeply than Douglass the bititer experience of discrimina-
tion in mwemployment, and no one spoks more feelingly about 1t. His son, a printer,
was unable to securs employment for many months bec%use of discriminztion against
hin, - He was refused a job bacause it was claimed &hat at ons time he worked at a
lower rate of wages than that fixed YLy the FPrinters! Unicn and that he had worke
in a e¢ity vhers the Union existed and did not becéme a rerber. His son, Douglass
s21d, vas mede a tra rangressor "for forking at 2 low rate of wages by the very men who
prevented his getting a2 high rate, He is denmounced for not being a member of the
Printers! Unicn bty the very men who would not permit him to joiﬁ the Union. He is
not condemned becsuse he is not a good printer.... There is no disguising the fact

his crim

(D

was his color. It was his color in Denver, it was his coler in Rochester,
and it is his color in Warhington todav." Bub the strictures of Douglass against
ths eumployers and ths unions wené b zoﬁd his criticisn for the mistreatment of

his son, He noted the universal nature of diserimimation in employment. Tha Negro,

he said, "is rejected by trade unions, of every trade, and refused work sdmzxz whlle
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he lives, and burial when he dies, and yet he is asked to forget his color, and
forget that which everybody else remsmbers. If he offers himself to a builder as
g mochanic, to a client as a lawysr, tc a patient as a physiclan, to a college as
a profesaor, to a firm as a clark; to a government dapart sent as an agent, or an
officer, he is sternly maet on the color line, and his eclaim to considerztion in
some way is disputed on the ground of color." No argumenﬁs offered in support of
the recent legisiation and facutlve orders ealling for fair practices in employment
wvere mora telling than those advanced by Douglass more than seventy»five years agbe
The last years of Dcuglass were'years of uniliation and degradation for
~ Hegro émericans in gensral, Ségregation statules in the So -harn states increased
in mumber and absurdity following the etriking down of ths Civil Rights éct in
1883, In the Northern states, segregation and discrimination were almost as
widesproad, Lynch law replaced all.semblances of due process, and it appeared
that the courts would bs closed to Negroes as far as alleged ’ly serious crimes were
concernsd. In the cities, mobs hunted down Negroes énd insulted then, taunted
“them, even killed them, These were the embryos of the race riots that wefe to
flare up and flourish during the decade followlng the death of Douglass. There
were Wilmingion, lorth Carolina, Statssboro, Georgia, Atlanta, Brownsville,
Springfield, Ohio, and Springfield, Illirois, It scemed a waste of time to
tnﬁ Kegroes for rape, so vhen a moﬁ insisted én taking out an accused Negroms,
the only advice that the South Carolina governor could giva them was that they
should observe the propristies. Even in the twentisth century, accused Nasgroes
se}dom enjoyed the advics of counsel at an early stage, frequently had confessions
Ll
L% wtiated from them under the most ineredibly brutal elrcumstances; and enjoyed ~
no rights that an innocent citizen was entitlsd to enjoy untll he was proved guilty,
The first quarter of the twentieth century was a period o? despair for
the Negromm soldiers in Brownsvills, Texas, whom Fresident Thsodore Roosevelt

dishonorably discharged because the whites there said thst 3= they had shol up the
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town. The Senate anegtlgauion anﬂ thai exoneration AT 7 ars lator did not

make amends for tho crusl injustices o which thsy were subjeetads It was a
,6/\'
ph“iod of despair 2f the Negro defendants of Elaine,drkansas, who had no legal

counsal, who wero tried in a mob atmosphere im and convicidd after a jury delibara-

ticn of five minutes, It was no oxpiauion of the erire of a nise carricge of justlce
Mo z.et”

that the Supreme Court scme ysars later tEmush out the convictions on the cbvious

ground that t¥e¢o had been no due process of law. The maladministration of jusiie

as far as Yegroea ware concernad, was inavitebly a concern of the United States
Civil Rights Cormlesion when it began 1te work in 1957. In the following decads,

Cc‘ 284 L«g( 5é j
it was to diseover znd expose scords upon scores xc; the miscarriige of Ja,tﬂce,

a)

ranging frem vhat it ealled Minlswful police violence® to Mprivate® violoncs,

. to jury exclusion, It fourd that ¥z hardeuffed ¥egress had been shot whila in
' una roed ATquic

the custcdy of legroes, tha m,/hwﬁ bean blackjacked to death as they "resisted!
| - | vb(*QAL\ézdk iy
arrest, and that lNegro priscners had besn kille A nder circumstancas that were,

&t best, mysterious.
Douglsass elassified all such sctions as thz oreration of the Lynch lavw,
i W

"Everyone knows that what is c2lled the lynch law is peculariarly the law for colored

i [~ ¥ B} e ", - 'S ne be ':-.xv S i necie % f R wd j_ i 1# ..!.‘3\./", 0 WA
peorls and for nobody else....s The crime of insclencs for vhich the Hegro was
formerly killed and for which his killing wms jus*ified, is as easily plsaded in
excuse nov, as it w2s In the old tims and what is worse, it is sufficient to
make the charge of insolence to provoke the knife or bullet, Thils done, it is
only necessary to say in the newspapers that this dead Negro was impudent and about
to raiss an insurrection ard kill all ths vhite people, or that & white women was
insulted by a Wegro, to Imll the consclience of the white people of the lorth into
indiffersernce and recorcile its people to such murdere No proof of gullt is required.,
It is encugh to accuse, tc condemn end punish the accusad with death. When he is

1/
dead and silent,; ard the murder e alive and st large, he has 1t all his own way.,
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It will be remembered that at the close of the Civil War there was no
widespread clamor to extend the suffiragzse to the fresdmsn, President 4dndrew
Johnson described the Radieals in 1866 as baing "wildly in favor of Negro suf-

frags.," The statement is mxafeundly simply & misstatement of the fact, When,

A,

two years following ths ¢ivil wer the Regross wsre given the franchise, it was

. ‘/2'7/' e >
done begrudgingly and only becauss the intransigent and unccoperative pesibien.
to Congress
of the Scutherners in power indicated/thet there was no other way. A4lthough

mary contemporariss would claim, and many poor students of history would later

assert thal Negroes wielded great pclitical power during Reccnstruction, that

by Negroes

is also in error, But the posss sion of the franchise/even for the brisf period
known as Recensteuclion was enough te esiablish and perpetucye the view that

P
the vote in the hards of Negrosec is/danrgerouz and sinister thing. Uhes Zouthern
whites returnsd t¢ power in the mid.?@ﬁs, they could not wait to launch the move
o drive the RNegroes from pelitical imvolvermen® mm altogsther, T deliance of

wd a vhole set of devious and cunning rrectices

%z suffrage provisicns in its constitutions in order to make virtually impossibble
the exerciso of the franchise by Negroes. Then, to make the maticr deubly sure,

-~ 3 .7 ‘i[l’(’ o

they proceeded to execlude Negroes from ik Domoczs

s

iic primery, wi
important political decielons in the Scuth vers wade any way.
There then ensued a half-century of offort on the part of the legro to
secure the voie in the Southern siates, In 1915 +he so-callad grandfather clause
was déclarad unccnstitutionals From that point on, otherwise disqualifi
voters could not vote merely because they grandfathers were votin

i Il\( (.} 1& ”‘_4..._“( L2 ‘_( FLad ,')‘3,,,4/2;11[' o ,.Ltsz te

no Negross wars VOt;L%’ Thors ‘70ws the assauls or/tLu Democra ie while primary
kY

yes

NO’}

-

that bsgan in 1923 and ended with 2iis finel dsstructlion in 1947. Then followed

the slow, psrslstent effort to forcs white registrars in the South to enrell Fevro
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voters, The Commission on Civil Rights discovered, in its hearings in louisiana,
Mississippl, and other Southern states, thst thore were widespread practices by

which registrars sinply excludsd Negroos from wuking reglstering to vote, They

I

wors [fuled oul because thoy could not spell, could not indbdrpret the constitution,
L5 | c g

a7 could not guote ths consiitution., The Comission even discoverzd thst ona of
the reglsiars who disqualified a Noegre because ha could not spell, did not spell
the word epell correctly in her roport. The work of the N,&,A,C.P., The

Congross of I 80431 Equality, the Southern Christian leadership Conferonca, and

the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committes in conduciing velsr registration’

o

drives in the Soutk did ruch to point up the widsespwead practices of exeluding
Negroes from voling,

Douglass was one of ths earlist and mostb concistent advocates of suffrage
£xgra for Negrosse, In fpril, 1865, ths month the Civil uar ended; he malle an dloquent
plea for the extension of tko franchise to Negroes, M™We want the vole," hs said,
Pbecause it is our right, first of all, No class of men can, withoul insulting
their own nature, be content with any dbprivatlon of their rights. Ue want it again,
as a neans of educating CUI TaC8s +.ee BY depriving us of suffrage, you affirm our

incapacity to felm an intelligent judgment respecting public men and public measures;

you daclaro before the world that we are unfit £ux to exercise

(J

the elective franchise,
and by this means lead us to undervalus ourselves, to put a low estimate upon our-

N RCT: IR Déuglasb was greatly pained, in the days follouing Reconstruction,

to hear tﬁe argunenta thas lsgroos ghould bs disfranchised tecause they wars ignorant
and had nmisused their political power, He sald that it was uiter nonsense to clain
that FHegro suffrage was the causo of tho failure of the goverunents in ths Soubth,

"It is not the ignorance of the legro, but ths halevolsnce of his accusers,” hesssgd,

is L foc o el -
myhich/fhe real ciuse of Southern disorder,/ﬂlt is essy to show thot the illiteracy of tha

Negro his no part or lot in the disturbances there, They who contend for disfranp-
chisement on this ground, know and knou very well that there Is no truth whatever in

their contention. To make out their case they fust show that some oprressive and
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hu*i ful messure has been imposed upon ths country by the legro voters. But they
caunotl show ary such thing and they know it.™

(-4

Because of the persistencs of the evils that Douglass attacked, he spoke to

our gensration as woll as his own. His faith in his country and his comuitwment to

t

4]

(RN

institutions were never chalken, even whon it seemed that it was Impossibls to
rake ayy significant hesdwsy against the ever-present and rancorous evil of race
prejudice. DBecause he recognizsd the naturs of the problem, he could face it

g 6(16 1‘/\_;‘»; L
with greater understanding and determinaiion. "Few evils,” he sald on one occasion,
"are less accessible to the force of reason, or more tenacious of 1life ard power,

&

than a long-starding prejudice, It is a moral disorder, which creates the con-

s oun existence, 8TQ fortifies 1%self by refusing all

].JQ

ditions neccessary to
contradicvion. It paints a hateful picture according to 1%s own diseased imaginae—
tion, and disterts the features of the fancied "i ;inzl to sult the portrait.
ts those who believe in the visibility of ghosts can easily see them, sc it is
always casy %c sse repulsive qualifies fn those we desrise and hate,”

Tgsvremedies for the conditions created by racial prsjudice and conflict
were implicit in Douglass! analysis of the conditlons, The public must maké available
the kizd of educaticn and training for every citizen that will make it possible
for hinm {o Tunction effectively in a free soclety, There must be fair employment

I

<i1ls and not color as the basis for tho effesiive performince

UJ.
}-J'
o

taath rsqognlzes
of the required tasks, The government should be strong encugh and honorable enough
to protect the rights of the weak as well as the strong. Every citizen must have
ths full and free opportunity to exercise the franchise in order to securs that
better government that will effectively administer jusiice to all. Every citlzen
should employ every reasonible means %o sacure the enjoyment‘of evory civil right that
is enjoyed by cthars.

It was his understanding of ths problems that hils psople and his country

faced and it wss the cesssless efforts that he mads to solve them that caused tha

Rocnasuer Chronicle in 1879 to insist that he must rank among the greatesl of men,

USRS
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"not only of this eity, but of the nation as well —— great in gifts, greater in

Vs

.

] . . . .
;utilizing them, groit in his inspiration, greater in his efforts for huwmanity,

great in the persnasion of his sposch, greater in the purpose that informsd it
Douglass has recently basn called the "Fathor™ of the Civil flghts Pevolu-
tion, This is a sobriguet not easily won por lightly conferred, It was won because

K )

of ths consorancs o ews and actions with those who todsy seek equality,

<4
e

ds T
It was conlerred because of the growing recogniticn that his counssl and lesdership

evenlty~Iive years ago. 4 yournyg con~
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are as frash and ag effective as

tomporary Fegro poet, Paul Lawrence Dunbar, spoke of Dougless for his oun gensration

p ?
ercllicd g @y vl
and for cuceceedings on-svvhou he said,
4
fnd he was no soft-tongued logist;

ly uncoved;
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He spoke stvalght=foruar
The sunlight of kis truth dispelled the nist
&nd sebt in bold relief each dark-husd cloud;
To sin and crime he gave their pro?er hue,

8nd hurled at evil vhat was evills dus,.



